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Advocacy tips for 

disability organisations



The basics

- Get to know the division of competences

1. Exclusive (e.g. customs, trade, competition)

2. Shared (e.g. internal market, transport, social 

policy, consumers)

3. Supporting (e.g. education, culture, civil 

protection)

- Get to know the legislative procedure

Right of initiative: European Commission

Co-legislators: European Parliament and Council 

of the EU

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/division-of-competences-within-the-european-union.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/decision-making/ordinary-legislative-procedure/


EDF resources

EDF Toolkit: How to lobby EU institutions at 

national level

EDF Training on the European Parliament

• First video

• Second video

Enforcement Toolkit

https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edf-toolkit-how-to-lobby-eu-institutions-at-national-level/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edf-toolkit-how-to-lobby-eu-institutions-at-national-level/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edf-toolkit-how-to-lobby-eu-institutions-at-national-level/
https://www.edf-feph.org/events-slug/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-european-parliament-edf-internal-training-for-disability-rights-advocates/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5wtb238-0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5wtb238-0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0llUyCj0zn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0llUyCj0zn0
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edfs-enforcement-toolkit/


1. Know the process

Example: European Disability Card

Useful resources:

• European Commission Have your say portal

• Parliament legislative observatory

• Council Document Register

https://www.edf-feph.org/eu-disability-card/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents/public-register/public-register-search/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents/public-register/public-register-search/


2. Adapt your message

Example: Web Accessibility Directive campaign

Different interlocutors – different level of details 

and political/technical discourse – different level 

of influence.
1. Commissioners / Countries high representatives / 

EP high level reps.

2. MEPs / Commission heads of unit and up

3. MEPs assistants / Commission responsible 

officers / Council attachés (Presidency)

4. Policy advisors / officers / attachés

http://edf-feph.org/web#Key


3. Be helpful (and nice)

Example: EDF amendments on passengers 

rights regulation.

- Facilitate their work – provide what they need

- Act as a reliable (quick responding) experts

- Recognize their work (speeches, events…)

- Bring the expertise & evidence – drive the 

political agenda

Example: EDF Human Rights Reports series

https://www.edf-feph.org/european-parliament-must-be-ambitious-in-improving-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/european-parliament-must-be-ambitious-in-improving-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/edf-human-rights-report/


4. Our “allies”, entry points & resources

European Commission: 

- Disability Unit – DG JUST D.4 (just-d4@ec.europa.eu) 

- Disability Platform

- Equality Taskforce

- European Citizens Initiative

European Parliament:

- Committees EMPL, LIBE & PETI (petitions portal)

- Disability Intergroup

- CRPD Network

European Economic & Social Committee permanent group on disability

EU CRPD Monitoring Framework

Eurostat Disability Database & DOTCOM database

mailto:just-d4@ec.europa.eu
mailto:just-d4@ec.europa.eu
mailto:just-d4@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupID=3820
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupID=3820
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/equality-and-inclusion/equality-and-inclusion-key-actions/task-force-equality-european-commission_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/equality-and-inclusion/equality-and-inclusion-key-actions/task-force-equality-european-commission_en
https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/index_en
https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/login
https://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup/
https://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ep-crpd-network/product-details/20241016CDT13701
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ep-crpd-network/product-details/20241016CDT13701
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/other/permanent-group-disability-rights
https://fra.europa.eu/en/cooperation/eu-partners/eu-crpd-framework/monitoring
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/disability/database
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/disability/european-disability-expertise-ede/dotcom_en


5. (One-off / long-

term) Partnerships

Example: EDF EU 

broadcasters proposal for 

the Audiovisual Media 

Services Directive. 

Example Joint Letters, 

statements, position 

papers…

http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/edf-broadcasters-draw-common-proposal-improve-access-audiovisual-media-services


6. Mobilise your constituency

Ex. EAA demonstration and EPPD

Informative leaflets, toolkits, letters to 

governments, workshops, webinars… 



7. Raise awareness of general public

Ex.: online petition Accessible elections for all

Events (ours & others), exhibitions, media and 

social media – personal stories. 

https://you.wemove.eu/campaigns/european-elections-for-all


8. Media

Ex.: POLITICO news on the Accessibility Act

Ex.: Op-Ed on Why 100 disabled Europeans are 

worried about the next EU budget

- Keep very low number of press releases

- Relevant (e.g. news, conflict, scoop…)

- Personal stories

- Easy language

https://www.politico.eu/article/ngos-warn-against-diluted-disability-law-rights-legislation-disabled-access/
https://euobserver.com/213485/100-million-disabled-europeans-are-worried-about-the-eu-budget-heres-why/
https://euobserver.com/213485/100-million-disabled-europeans-are-worried-about-the-eu-budget-heres-why/
https://euobserver.com/213485/100-million-disabled-europeans-are-worried-about-the-eu-budget-heres-why/
https://euobserver.com/213485/100-million-disabled-europeans-are-worried-about-the-eu-budget-heres-why/


9. Social media

Ex.: Scooters in Brussels

- Mobilize constituency

- Attract media

- Tag policy-makers

- Digest information (ex. Ombudsman decision 

into a tweet)

- Personal better than institutional

https://twitter.com/_TheBulletin/status/1100119664372400130
https://twitter.com/alexmoledo/status/1086249341277401089
https://twitter.com/alexmoledo/status/1086249341277401089


10. Final considerations perceptions

European Commission

European Parliament

Council of the EU



Thank you!

alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org
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